Birth order in obsessive-compulsive disorder.
Birth order and family size were studied in 392 cases of obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) seen in the decade 1975-84. On the basis of Slater's index, there was a nonsignificant excess of earlier-born children in the sample. However, this excess was not present in each individual family size, and was not due to either age of onset or sex. Smaller families had more earlier-born index cases, and larger families had more later-born index cases. First-born and only children were not overrepresented in the sample.